The complement system. Activation, modulation, and clinical relevance.
Activation of the classic or the alternative pathway of the complement system results in the generation of biologically active products and the assembly of MAC. Homeostasis is achieved by the presence of control proteins that modulate the activation at various levels. Complement proteins play an important role in the pathogenesis of several dermatologic disorders. Their deficiency is associated with impairment of host-defense; uncontrolled activation of the system results in the development of angioedema or chronic hemolysis.